
IMPORTANT 

If you have not figured it out the next trials is on Sunday January 5, 2003 not Saturday January 4, 2003.  Hope this is not an inconvenience for anyone.  
Editor’s Corner

Hope everyone had a great joy filled Christmas Holiday.

 Well I hope that every one will have a good time and that I am sorry that I am not going to make this event.  My wife is in labor and probably will have the baby this weekend or next week she just started dilating last night and the doctor said it could be a couple of days or it may stop, but I will keep everyone posted on the expectations of our baby boy.

Officer’s Corner

We would like everyone to take a look at the rulebook especially section 8J, No looking or going through the sections until the day of the event.  You can stand outside the perimeters but you can not walk or enter the section until the day of the event, unless you are setting up and scoring the event. 

If you DNF (do not finish, quit, or have to leave for any reason) please let someone know and turn in your score card with DNF on it so we do not send out a search party looking for you thinking you are out of gas or worse you are laying on the trail hurt.  This will alleviate a lot of worry.
· In November at the event at Hard Rock, all of the members who were present voted to go with the new NATC rules for the second half of the year. So starting on January 5, 2003, the following rule changes will take place: 

· There will no longer be a one-point penalty for stopping and balancing. 

· Stopping with a foot down will be one point. 

· Sideways hopping is permitted - it will not be penalized. 

· Any backing up whatsoever, whether intentional or not, is a five.
Note from Champ rider Chris Florin

Private or Group Training 

If you are interested in individual or group training, Chris Florin will be happy to instruct you. Please call him to set up a time. Fees can be discussed at that time. 

Ask Chris about the indoor in California.

ROUND 4 DEC 8, 2002 AT CROOM:
ROUND 4 @ CROOM TURNED OUT TO BE A LOT TOUGHER THAN MOST RIDERS EXPECTED WITH SOME SCORES REACHING INTO 3 DIGITS! 4 LOOPS ON THE TOUGH COURSE PROVED THAT PHYSICAL CONDITIONING ARE A FACTOR IN TRIALS. TIME WAS NOT AS MUCH OF A FACTOR AS WE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE THOUGH. MOST OF US ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY TO RIDE 4 LOOPS, THIS DAY JUST HAPPENED TO HAVE SOME VERY DEMANDING SECTIONS.
IN NOVICE CLASS BRUCE WARD TOOK FIRST WITH NEWCOMER JEFF LARSON RIDING A TY YAMAHA TAKING SECOND FOLLOWED BY TOM STARNES AND VICTOR LARSON. DONT GIVE UP GUYS, IT GETS A LOT EASIER AFTER THE FIRST ONE. INTERMEDIATE WAS A CLOSE BATTLE WITH BRIAN ELSER TAKING THE WIN WITH ONLY 23 POINTS. DICK BECHARD WAS SECOND FOLLOWED CLOSELY BY MIKE SPRINGER AND BILL SHEFFIELD. SPORTSMAN WAS THE LARGEST CLASS OF THE DAY WITH A WOUNDED BRIAN JONES TOPPING THE FIELD WITH ONLY 44 POINTS. BILL NUTTING HAD A BETTER DAY THAN HE THOUGHT TAKING SECOND WITH 78 POINTS, FOLLOWED CLOSELY BY LONNIE LYKINS AND BARRY PROCTOR. BILL CATOGNI HAD AN IMPRESSIVE DAY ON THE HONDA TL WITH ONLY 82 POINTS. IN SPORTSMAN A LANCE HAM KILLED EM WITH ONLY 34 POINTS (DID HE REALLY RIDE ALL 32 SECTIONS?). LEE SILAS WAS SECOND WITH 60 AND TONY HAM CLOSE BEHIND WITH 65. MARC WALLER WON ADVANCED CLASS AGAIN (YAWN) WITH ONLY 28 POINTS. KARL DAVIS HAD AN IMPRESSIVE RIDE WITH ONLY 48 POINTS AND MATT FISH WAS 3RD WITH 62. CHRIS FLORIN OF TEAM MONTESA WON EXPERT WITH ONLY 21 POINTS, ADAM HOLBROOK TOOK THE FACTORY GAS GAS TO SECOND WITH 31 AND BOB MICKETT JR WAS 3RD ON HIS MONTESA.
I KNOW OF A FEW OF US THAT SPENT THE RIDE HOME LICKING OUR WOUNDS BUT OVERALL IT WAS A GREAT EVENT WITH VERY CHALLENGING SECTIONS AND LOTS OF THEM. THIS IS THE KIND OF TRIAL THAT WILL MAKE YOU A BETTER RIDER, I KNOW I SET 3 PERSONAL BEST RECORDS THERE, MOST POINTS, MOST FIVES, AND MOST CRASHES, IT WAS GREAT!
NEST EVENT IS AT PROMISE RANCH AND IS NOT TO BE MISSED, IT WILL BE GREAT TO RIDE THERE AGAIN - SEEMS LIKE FOREVER SINCE WEVE BEEN THERE. HOPEFULLY WE WILL HAVE A BIG TURNOUT SO IF YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN TRIALS TELL THEM TO COME OUT, THIS IS ONE OF THE BEST PLACES TO START.
 This little piggy got crushed:           Lee Silas
Lance Ham and myself like to play around and give each other hard time during the trials whether it is in a section, on the trail, or just sitting in line waiting.  Well I think it was the first loop and I was sitting in line minding my own business and Lance comes up behind me and hits my bike with his front tire just playing around, no harm done.  Well you know now I have to get him back. So, I think it was the 2nd loop and I returned the favor and when I rammed, I mean, tapped his back tire with him just sitting there.  I caught him off guard and his bike went to the ground, the end of his handle bar fell right on an innocent by standard’s right little piggy toe. I would just like to tell Brian Elser, “Sorry man” it was all Lances fault, he should hold on to his bike better than that.  Just kidding.  The moral of the story its all fun till someone gets hurt, So let’s have fun but please watch out for the innocent.

Other dates to remember:

· 1-2 March 2003 – Fun-in-the-Sun Two Day at Promise Ranch

·  Year-end celebration, election of Officers, and awards ceremony (TBD)

Event Ratings

Do not forget to rate each event you ride.  

Results

FTA Results for Round 4 12/8/2002

1. Novice
2. Bruce Ward
18

3. Jeff Larson
63

4. Tom Starnes
131

5. Victor Larson
140

1. Intermediate
2. Brian Elser
23

3. Dick Bechard
28

4. Mike Springer
30

5. Bill Sheffield
33

6. Raul Barreto
61

7. Nathan Gamso
93

8. Larry Smith
dnf

1. Sportsman
2. Brian Jones
44

3. Bill Nutting
78

4. Lonnie Lykins
80

5. Barry Proctor
81

6. Bill Catogni
82

7. Dudley Cullum
85

8. Tom Gamso
93

9. Bill Marren
93

10. Rick VanAlstine
101

11. Donny Smith
dnf

1. Sportsman A

2. Lance Ham
34

3. Lee Silas
60

4. Tony Ham
65

5. Barry Florin
69

6. Bob Micket Sr
83

1. Advanced
2. Marc Waller
28

3. Karl Davis
48

4. Matt Fish
62

5. Tim Cone
72

6. Brian Holbrook
74

7. Matt Cullum
89

8. Mike Priest
108

1. Expert
2. Chris Florin
21

3. Adam Holbrook
31

4. Bob Micket
85

BRAG CORNER

If anyone has anything to brag about let me know and I will put it in the newsletter.

Lee and Stacy Silas expecting their baby boy any day now.

NEXT EVENT 

Promise Ranch, January 5, 2003

On December 29, 2002 there will be workday at Promise Ranch to help the Cahills Club prepare for their event. There is going to be a lot of clearing to be done, so I'm sure they can use all the help they can get.

On Saturday January 4, 2003 you can go in and practice for the event, just no walking or practicing the sections.
It is a great place to ride and have fun.  We hope to see all of you there.

Directions to Promise Ranch:  

The directions are off I-75 take exit 61 (SR-50) East approx. 20 Miles to 471 North, go approx. 4 mi. to 478 East (about 1/4 mi. past Webster elementary school) turn right, approx. 5 mi., trials site on the left. From the East take SR-50 to 471 north and follow directions above. 

Hope to see you there! 

· Club directors have your favorite spots ready to pick out as we ride at the Ranch to set up for the F-I-S 2-Day. 

· Championship points

· Well we are at the halfway point and inside the newsletter you will find how you are doing for the year-end.  Please check it for any mistakes and check it to see what you have to do to beat the competition or keep your competition from getting the upper hand.  “In the end, it’s all about the bragging rights!”
FOR SALE

· 2002 Gas Gas 280 Pro edition $3650.00 (863) 858-7096 or Sholfish@aol.com
· Country Village Power Equip.   Marc Waller (813)752-4459       Your Florida Trials Bike Dealer   Call for deals on NEW and Used bikes. Special:  After Christmas sale  
· Honda TL-250 very clean vintage, must sell $800.00 Charles Callis (731) 425-6620-work                 (731) 664-7135-home
· 2002 Gas Gas txt280 $3500 O.B.O.
1977 Honda TL 125 very original,low hours $1200 O.B.O.
Tim Cone (386) 673-6624 or bvgcjazz@aol
· 1983 RM250 (vintage), all original, new tires, chain, sprockets.         Runs strong. $950 O.B.O. or TRADE for trials bike.                  Jeff Larson (904) 272-2642.

· 2001 Gas Gas 321cc $3600 O.B.O 1997 Gas Gas 270cc $2500 O.B.O.   Jim Matheu (954) 341-9063…24/7
FTA Officer and Directors

Office
Name
Address
Email
Phone Number

President
Barry Florin
P.O. Box 66

Grant, FL 32949-0066
Cota66@cfl.rr.com
321-723-5728

Vice President
Bill Catogni
260 Tradewinds Road East, Winter Springs, FL  32750

407-699-1772

Treasurer
Wayne Sholder
3822 Dunedin Ct

Apopka, FL. 32712
Wsholder@minutemaid.com
407-886-1141

Secretary
Jean Florin
P.O. Box 66

Grant, FL 32949-0066
Cota66@cfl.rr.com
321-723-5728

Assistant Treas./Sec. & Awards Director
Kim VanAlstine
4480 Cypress Country Lane, Lakeland, FL  33801

863-665-0705

Cahills Club Director
Dudley Cullum
8130 Croom Rital Road,

Brooksville, FL  34602
Drc2@gate.net
352-796-7708

Central Florida Club Director
Barry Florin
P.O. Box 66

Grant, FL 32949-0066
Cota66@cfl.rr.com
321-723-5728

FUBAR Club Director
Bob Vennel
405 Maggie Circle, Winter Haven, FL  33880
Llteubert@aol.com
865-299-2140

West Coast Club Director
Marc Waller
2509 Shady Grove Lane, Plant City, FL  33565
Trylrd@aol.com
813-752-4459

Points Director
Jack Hutson
39502 French Road, Lady Lake, FL  32159
Hutsonjl@earthlink.net
352-753-4316

Newsletter Director
Lee Silas
238 24th Court SW, Winter

Haven, FL  33880
Dudexenon@aol.com
813-757-8489 

813-763-0869 

do not call after 8:30pm

Newsletter Director
Joey Leitner
10200 Gandy Blvd., Apt. 1002, St. Petersburg, 

FL 33702
Jjleitner@aol.com
727-577-4106

Safety Director
Doc Jenkins

(and

Barry Florin)
P.O. Box 656, 

Kathleen, FL 33849

863-858-8711

FTA 2002 – 2003 CHAMPIONSHIP SCHEDULE

ROUND
DATE
LOCATION
CLUB HOSTING
TIME

FUN TRIALS

&

MEETING
SEPT 8, 2002
CROOM
ALL CLUBS
DONE

1
SEPT 22, 2002
CROOM
CAHILL
DONE

2
OCTOBER 13, 2002
HARD ROCK
CENTRAL
DONE

3
NOVEMBER 10, 2002
HARD ROCK
WEST COAST
DONE

4
DECEMBER 8, 2002
CROOM
FUBAR
DONE

5
JANUARY 5, 2002
PROMISE RANCH
CAHILL
10:45 AM

6
FEBUARY 2, 2002
PROMISE RANCH
CENTRAL
10:45 AM

FUN IN SUN 

2 DAY
MARCH 1 & 2, 2002
PROMISE RANCH
ALL CLUBS
TBA

7
APRIL 6, 2002
CROOM
WEST COAST
10:45 AM

8
MAY 4, 2002
CROOM
FUBAR
10:45 AM
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